
Forensic Nursing 
§ Dr Kathleen Thimsen

§ UNLV School of Nursing

§ Co-Founder Academy of Forensic Nursing

§ Presented to SNHD 

§ April, 2024



Forensic Nursing…
§ Forensic nurses combine 

compassionate care in their practices 
using science to provide a “voice” that 
brings safety, medical treatment, and 
justice to patients who experience 
trauma in all its forms.



GSW/Stabbing/
MVA

Mass Casualty

Domestic Violence/Stalking/Strangulation 
& Sexual Assault

Pediatric/Adult/Elder

Human Trafficking
(Pediatric/Adult/Elder)FNE Practice

Abuse /Catastrophic Injury and Deaths
(Pediatric/Adult/Elder)

FNE Scope of Practice



NURSING FORENSIC SCIENCE LEGAL



Where do 
FNEs 
Practice

Hospitals
Community 

based Family 
Advocacy 
Centers

Health 
Departments

Disaster 
Response

SARTs & FEMR 
Working Groups

Coroner/ME 
Offices



Competency 
Based 
Training and 
Education

FN Generalist & Advanced Practice

Curriculum on- line in sub-specialties

Continuing Education & Skills Training 
and Validation

Regional and National Conferences



Revenue

Victim 
Compensation Fund

Grants Medical Exams-
Billable to specific 

payors

Foundation Funding



Costs

FNEs used as Staff FTE with specific role and responsibilities  *** FNE 

Cameras and Photo Storage/Forensic Partitioning

General Use Supplies

Storage Cabinet for Evidence storage until LE PU



Opportunities 
for Southern 
Nevada

Conferences
ENA

AFN Regional

Education 
Programs

Sigma

AFN Learn

On Site

Continuing Ed  & 
Peer Review

AFN

UNLV



Questions


