
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Memorandum  
 
 
Date: September 24, 2026 
 
To: SOUTHERN NEVADA DISTRICT BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
From: Daniel Isler, PE, REHS, Environmental Health Engineer/Supervisor DI 

Daniel Burns, PE, REHS, Environmental Health Engineer/Manager DB  
Chris Saxton, MPH-EH, REHS, Director of Environmental Health  

 Cassius Lockett, PhD, District Health Officer 
 
 
Subject:   Variance request for an existing septic system located at APN 129-36-11-108 to 

serve a single-family residence on the adjacent lot at 4770 Knotty Pine Way, Las 
Vegas, NV 89124. 

 
 

 I. BACKGROUND: 
 
Amy Pam (“Petitioner”) is requesting a variance to obtain approval to pursue an amended final 
map that will result in properties that do not comply with the requirements of the Southern Nevada 
District Board of Health Regulations Governing Individual Sewage Disposal Systems and Liquid Waste 
Management (“SNHD ISDS Regulations”) and to allow future building permits to be issued for 
the properties located at Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APN) 129-36-11-107 and 129-36-11-108, also 
known as 4770 Knotty Pine Way, Las Vegas, NV 89124 (collectively the “Subject Property”).   
 
Petitioner requests a variance from Section 11.26 of the SNHD ISDS Regulations, which states that 
an “ISDS must be constructed on and remain on the same parcel as the structure(s) it serves.” The 
ISDS serves a single-family home that is entirely on APN 129-36-11-107 of the Subject Property. 
The entire leach field and most of the septic tank were constructed on the western parcel (APN 
129-36-11-108), with a small portion of the septic tank located on the eastern parcel (APN 129-36-
11-107).  
 
Petitioner further requests a variance from Section 5.1 of the SNHD ISDS Regulations, which 
states that “No septic tank or soil absorption system shall be located within ten feet (10’) of any 
property line…” The ISDS system is within ten feet of the shared property line between the two 
parcels. 
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Petitioner states the following with regards to these requirements: 
 

1. There must be circumstances or conditions which are unique to the applicant, and do not 
generally affect other persons subject to the regulation: 
 
“A parcel map redraw request was submitted December 14, 2022. It was determined that the septic 
system was located on the parcel APN 126-36-111-008 that serves the house on APN 126-36-111-
007. The Clark County Assessor’s office would not approve the re-draw, as the vacant parcel would 
be significantly smaller. On September 26, 2024, Ms. Tina Garrison-Bermudez from Clark County 
Public Works advised that Ms. Pam would need to obtain approval from SNHD and Nevada 
Division of Water Resources to adjust the parcel line to jog around the existing septic tank, and 
still maintain the required 24 foot street frontage, and maintain current lot sizes (even swap 
between the two parcels), they could accommodate that type of re-draw of the map. On October 10, 
2024, SNHD emailed that "a septic cannot be allowed to be located on another parcel from the 
structure it serves". 

 
2. There must be circumstances or conditions which make compliance with the regulation 

unduly burdensome and cause a hardship to and abridge a substantial property right of 
the applicant, and the variance is necessary to render substantial justice to and preserve 
the property rights of the applicant. Please indicate in what manner compliance with the 
regulation would be burdensome or cause a hardship on your business or how the free 
use of your property may be affected (if economic factors are an issue, please include 
estimates regarding the costs that would be incurred by compliance): 
 
“The contract to purchase the house was specifically contingent on Ms. Pam being able to divide 
the two properties with a re-draw of the parcel map. Because the septic system was installed in the 
1980's, Ms. Pam hired Silver State Surveying to determine the exact location of the septic tank 
and leach field. Relocating the septic system is cost prohibitive and can be solved by a simple re-
draw to jog around the current septic tank as suggested by Clark County Public Works. Costs to 
install a new system range from $10,000 to $50,000, depending on complexity, soil conditions, 
etc.” 
 

3. Granting the variance will not be detrimental or pose a danger to public health and safety. 
Please provide evidence that the variance request, if approved, will not adversely affect 
the safe and sanitary operation of the applicant(s) pool, spa, or food establishment: 
 
“The variance will not affect public health or safety. The current system is already in use, and a 
variance to adjust the parcel map would have no effect on neighbors.” 

                                                                                                          
The Subject Property is depicted in Attachment C as Lots 4 and 5 of Block 2 of the Cathedral Rock 
View subdivision, which was approved in 1956. A single-family residence exists on Lot 4 (APN 
129-36-111-007) and the septic system for that residence is located on Lot 5 (APN 129-36-111-008). 
Both parcels are currently owned by Petitioner. The residence and septic system were constructed 
in 1984. The property has not been improved since the adoption of the current SNHD ISDS 
Regulations in 2009. 
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Examination of the Clark County Assessor’s records and parcel genealogy show that the 
Petitioner is the eighth owner of the ISDS and obtained the Subject Property in January 2019. An 
analysis of the surrounding area shows that there are 193 permitted septic systems and one public 
water system well within a square mile of the Subject Property. 
 
  II. RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Petitioner wishes to adjust the shared property line between the two parcels of the Subject 
Property through an Amended Final Map. The residence and septic system would remain on 
separate parcels on the resulting map, which Petitioner contends is necessary to meet the 
requirements of the Clark County Public Works Map Team.  
 
Staff are of the opinion that granting the variance could endanger public health or safety. 
Although the parcels currently have the same owner, that may not always be the case. If the 
Petitioner sells APN 129-36-111-008 to a different owner, the septic system that serves the 
Petitioner’s residence would no longer be under the Petitioner’s exclusive control, which is an 
untenable situation. Additionally, the existence of the septic system on APN 129-36-111-008 
would greatly constrain future development of that parcel by future owners. It is staff’s opinion 
that the Petitioner should be required to redraw the lines between the two parcels in such a way 
that the residence and septic system are located on the same parcel, or the Petitioner should be 
required to combine the parcels into a single new parcel. 
 
Based on the above, staff recommend DENIAL of the variance as requested by the Petitioner. If 
the Board of Health approves the variance, staff recommend approval with the following 
conditions outlined in Section III. 
 
           III. CONDITIONS: 
 

1. Petitioner shall record a reciprocal easement for the septic system on parcels APNs 129-
36-111-007 and 129-36-111-008 within one year of the date this variance is approved, 
and before amending the final map or selling either parcel. 
 

2. Petitioner shall record the amended final map within one year of the date this variance 
is approved. 

 
3. Petitioner and their successor(s) in interest shall abide by all local governmental 

regulations requiring connection to community sewage systems. Use of the ISDS shall 
be discontinued and the structure it serves shall be connected to any community 
sewage system within 400 feet of the Petitioner’s property line when connection can be 
made by gravity flow and the owner(s) are notified and legally required to do so. 

 
4. Petitioner and their successor(s) will abide by the operation and maintenance 

requirements of the most current SNHD regulations governing individual sewage 
disposal systems. 
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Attachments: 

A. Variance Candidate Application 
B. Justification Letter from the Petitioner 
C. Final Map for Cathedral Rock View 
D. Email from Silver State Surveying 
E. Rejected Amended Final Map 
F. Letter from Hardin & Sons, Inc. 
G. Public Notice 
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Attachment A: Variance Candidate Application (Page 1 of 3) 
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Attachment A: Variance Candidate Application (Page 2 of 3) 
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Attachment A: Variance Candidate Application (Page 3 of 3) 
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Attachment B: Justification Letter from the Petitioner 
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Attachment C: Final Map for Cathedral Rock View 
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Attachment D: Email from Silver State Surveying 
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Attachment E: Rejected Amended Final Map 
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Attachment F: Letter from Hardin & Sons, Inc. 
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Attachment G: Public Notice 
 

 


