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Heat-associated Deaths, 2024
Clark County, NV

• 513 heat-associated deaths occurred in Clark County, NV
• 526 reported by the Clark County Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner 

• 73% increase in deaths compared to 2023 (296)

• 23% non-Clark County residents
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Heat-associated Deaths by Week, 2024
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Heat-associated Deaths, 2024
Age-adjusted mortality rate, Clark County Residents
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Heat-associated Deaths and Substance 
Use, 2024

Substance Use 
56%

No Substance Use 
44%

Methamphetamine, 
60%

Fentanyl, 
2%

Alcohol, 9%

Other, 
2%

Polysubstance, 
27%
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Heat-associated Deaths by Day and 
Maximum/Minimum Temperature, 2024
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Heat-associated Deaths by Maximum 
Temperature
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Location of heat injury by Clark County ZIP Code 
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Heat Emergency 
Department Visits
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Emergency Department Heat Related Illness Visits by Day 
and Maximum/Minimum Temperature
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Discussion, Conclusion, 
Recommendations
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Discussion
• From 2020 through 2024, 90% of heat-associated deaths occur 

during summer months of June through August
• Highest proportion in July 2024 (21 days) compared to July 2023 (17 

days) at temperatures ≥ 110° F.
• ED visits also coincide with temperature increases/decreases.
• Males and individuals aged 45 to 64 years had most deaths and 

ED visits
• Greater than 50% of deaths involved substance use
• Individuals experiencing homelessness made up 34% of deaths
• ZIP codes with greatest percentage of heat injuries leading to 

death were 89101 (14.9%) ,89030 (7%), and 89121 (6.4%)
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Conclusion

• Monitoring heat-related mortality and ED visits offers valuable 
insight into the importance of preventative measures during the 
summer months and periods of high temperatures in Clark County, 
NV.

• Vulnerable populations including older adults, individuals using 
substances, and those experiencing homelessness may experience 
the highest risk of heat illness, heat stroke and death. 

• By identifying the highest risk factors, along with the location of 
greatest occurrence, further preventative measures, such as cooling 
stations, can be focused on these individuals and areas. 
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Recommendations
• With 56% of heat related deaths associated with substance use, greater focus should be 

placed on educating the community on the effects of substances and high temperatures

• ZIP code location can assist the emergency response team with informative decision 
making and how they approach areas of high morbidity and mortality. 

• Piloting additional cooling centers, enhancing public health outreach to high risk 
locations, Desert Research Insititute (DRI) heat lab work group meetings, extreme heat 
seminar meetings,and using the Medical Reserve Core (MRC), Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) and other volunteer groups to staff cooling or mobile centers 
from June through August. 

• Coordinate with law enforcement, the fire department, and emergency medical services 
to identify and assist vulnerable individuals during summer months

• This report strongly supports further efforts to reduce heat related illness and mortality, 
and serves as a valuable resource for the community
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Information Sharing, Coordination, and Mitigation Efforts

• Need improved Data collection to make informed decision making and evaluate mitigation strategies, Use AAR and Other Source 
Documents

• 2018: CASPER for Extreme Heat to gather information from public to improve emergency response plans and mitigation 
strategies: Shared survey with DRI for 2024-2025 Cooling Center Survey

• 2019: Southwest Practitioners Adaptation Network, Big Cities  Coalition-Preparedness Directors: Share best practices

• 2022: Drought Workshop with State DPBH-THIRA and climate threats

• 2022: State of Nevada Ad Hoc Heat Preparedness working group-Information Sharing, collaboration opportunities

• 2023 Community Sustainability and Climate Action Plan Pg 35-39
• Resilient & Healthy Community: Preparing Community for climate-driven emergencies through strengthened natural and social systems

• Prepare for and reduce the impacts of climate hazards on Clark County Residents and visitiors

• Enhance emergency preparedness and response resources for all residents

• Equitable access to resources and services for physical and mental health are provided to all community members

• Natural spaces are protected, enhanced, and expanded to address the effects from a changing climate

• 2030 and 2040 improvement metrics to measure progress

• 2023-present Heat Lab Working Group

• 2025: Extreme Heat Seminar Exercise-Southern Nevada Healthcare Preparedness Coalition

• Current Barriers and mitigation strategies: Access- Expanded Hours Cooling Stations, MRC/CERT/VOAD, transportation-Bus Passes, 
RTC PROTECT Grant, Tree Canopy Projects-reduce heat island etc.
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Data Sources:

Mortality and Demographics: Nevada Electronic Death Registry System (EDRS) provided by the Nevada Department of Public and 
Behavioral Health Office of Analytics.

Population: State Demographer Vintage 2020,2021 and 2023 estimates, population with group quarters

Age-adjusted mortality rates are calculated per 100,000 population and include: Clark County residents, homeless individuals 
identified as living within Clark County or homeless individuals with an unknown or missing FIPS code.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). About Extreme Heat. 
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/heat_guide.html. July 26th 2023.

Max/Min Temperature: National Weather Service. Past weather reported by Las Vegas WFO, NV.

Heat Associated Deaths: defined as those having an ICD-10 code of 'T67', 'X30, or identified as a heat associated death by the coroner 
or medical examiner in EDRS.

“Heat Caused” Deaths: Deaths in which a form of heat (ie. exposure, hyperthermia) is listed in Part I of the Cause of Death in the 
death certificate; either the immediate cause or part of the chain of events leading to immediate cause of death.

“Heat Related” Deaths: Deaths in which a form of heat (ie. exposure, hyperthermia) is listed in “Other Significant Conditions” or Part 
II of the death certificate but not listed in Part I.

Drug/Substance Use: defined as those having an ICD-10 code associated with the named drug or substance or if the substance is 
listed in Part I or Part II of the Cause of Death for those pending ICD-10 assignment.

Methamphetamine was identified using ICD-10 T43.6 and ‘Methamphetamine’ listed in Part I or Part II of the Cause of Death.

Homelessness: Data is provided by Clark County Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner (CCCOME). The events not determined as 
homeless by the coroners office, but had an unknown home address in EDRS, were labeled as “unknown”.
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